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Navigating
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 The gateway to all NECA tools begins 
with proper navigation of our website. To 
access our rate management tools:

 Log in to NECA.org

 Hover on Member Services

 Select Data Collections and Tools

The NECA.org navigation menu showing the path to Data Collections 
and Tools
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Navigating
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Rate guide

 NECA tools are located in the right 
column of the Data Collections and 
Tools page
 Access to all rate management 

resources
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Special access rate flexibility tool
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Special access rate flexibility tool
Overview

 The rate flexibility tool gives eligible companies strategic control over their 
NECA proposed rate bands during annual tariff filings

 Lower rate band(s) for one or two special access service categories (DSL, 
ETS and other-non-DSL) by increasing rate band(s) of remaining categories

 New rate bands generate approximately the same amount of special access 
revenue in the aggregate

 No contract required – only certification needed to implement changes
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Special access rate flexibility tool
Overview
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$3,000 , 34%

$3,000 , 33%

$3,000 , 33%

Rate flexibility tool concept

DSL VD Other non-DSL ETS



Copyright © 2025 National Exchange Carrier Association, Inc. All rights reserved. This presentation may be used by attendees for informational purposes only. 
No part of this presentation may be reproduced or transmitted  in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, or otherwise, without prior written permission of NECA.

$2,500 , 28%

$2,000 , 22%

$4,500 , 50%

Rate flexibility tool concept

DSL VD Other non-DSL ETS

Special access rate flexibility tool
Overview
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$4,000 , 44%

Rate flexibility tool concept

DSL VD Other non-DSL ETS

Special access rate flexibility tool
Overview
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Special access rate flexibility tool
Overview

 Tool calculations are based on NECA’s projections of cost and demand
 Available to both average schedule and cost companies 

 No contract is needed – requires certification only

 Can be combined with standard and test period rate band buy down options 
for further rate reductions

 This flexible approach allows companies to respond to market conditions and 
competitive pressures while maintaining overall revenue targets
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Special access rate flexibility tool
Overview

 Not all companies have the option to use the rate flexibility tool, and 
available options vary among eligible companies
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In 2025, 
approximately 
49.6% of study 
areas have at least 
one option available 
through the rate 
flexibility tool, while 
50.4% have no 
options 
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Eligibility and options analysis

Number of study areas in 2023 Number of study areas in 2024 Number of study areas in 2025

Source: NECA
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Special access rate flexibility tool
Example 1
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Service

NECA 
proposed rate 

band

ILEC 
selected
rate band

Rate band change

DSL voice-data 26 26 0

ETS 26 24 -2

Other non-DSL 21 23 +2

Revenue Revenue Difference

Projected revenue $237,504 $237,757 +$253 (0.1%)
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Special access rate flexibility tool
Example 2
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Service

NECA 
proposed rate 

band

ILEC 
selected
rate band

Rate band change

DSL voice-data 22 21 -1

ETS 27 25 -2

Other non-DSL 21 26 +5

Revenue Revenue Difference

Projected revenue $515,200 $514,100 -$1,100 (-0.2%)
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Special access rate flexibility tool
Rules

 Revenue change limit
 Total billed revenue (ETS + other non-DSL + DSL voice-data) at ILEC proposed 

rate bands should generate an equal or near equal amount of revenue when 
compared to NECA proposed rate bands
 In the last filing the allowed margin was +/- 3% of total billed revenue under NECA 

proposed band or +/- $50K, whichever was smaller

 Tool demonstration
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Special access rate flexibility tool
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Company provides all 
three services
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Special access rate flexibility tool
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For ETS, eight options:
-6 or +2
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Special access rate flexibility tool

17

Rate Band 21 selected for ETS, six 
RBs lower than proposed RB 27

System reduces other non-DSL to 
three options: -1 or +2
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Special access rate flexibility tool

18

Rate Band 20 selected for other 
non-DSL, two RBs higher than 
proposed RB 18

System reduces DSL VD to one 
option: -1

Rate Band 21 selected for ETS, six 
RBs lower



Copyright © 2025 National Exchange Carrier Association, Inc. All rights reserved. This presentation may be used by attendees for informational purposes only. 
No part of this presentation may be reproduced or transmitted  in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, or otherwise, without prior written permission of NECA.

Special access rate flexibility tool

19

Lowered by six RBs

Lowered by two RBs

Must increase DSL VD one RB 
higher
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Special access rate flexibility tool
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Rate band buy down tools

Image: ChatGPT
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Rate band buy down tools

 RBBD can be used for each or a combination of the following services:
 DSL voice 

 Ethernet

 Special access other

 Applies to the annual tariff period of July 1 through June 30
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Rate band buy down tools

 There are two options for companies to buy down the rates:
1. Standard 

 Available to all companies

 Targeted rate of return is less than authorized rate of return

 Must report revenues based on the NECA assigned rate band

2. Test period 
 Not available to projected receivers

 May report revenues based on NECA assigned or ILEC selected

 Must report NECA assigned if the reported RRQ exceeds the projected RRQ by one-sixth

23



Copyright © 2025 National Exchange Carrier Association, Inc. All rights reserved. This presentation may be used by attendees for informational purposes only. 
No part of this presentation may be reproduced or transmitted  in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, or otherwise, without prior written permission of NECA.

Rate band buy down tools

 Two calculators (standard RBBD and RBBD TP):
 RBBD impact estimator (before entering an RBBD agreement)

 RBBD revenue adjustment calculator (after entering an RBBD agreement)
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Rate band buy down tools
RBBD impact estimator

 Calculates settlement impact before entering an RBBD agreement

 Inputs needed: Select SAC, monthly demand and any appropriate term discounts

 The tool calculates and compares the revenues based on NECA assigned and ILEC selected rates 
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Rate band buy down tools
RBBD revenue adjustment calculator
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 Calculates monthly revenues using the quarterly demand

 Inputs needed: Select SAC, month, monthly demand and any appropriate term discounts

 The tool calculates and compares the revenues based on NECA assigned and ILEC selected rates 
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Rate band buy down tools
Special access RBBD-TP tool

Decision 
deadline 

date

Tariff filing 
date

RBBD-TP 
agreement 

effective 
date

6/4/2025 6/16/2025 7/1/2025
7/9/2025 7/17/2025 8/1/2025
8/1/2025 8/15/2025 8/30/2025
9/1/2025 9/16/2025 10/1/2025

10/1/2025 10/17/2025 11/1/2025
11/1/2025 11/14/2025 11/29/2025

RBBD schedule

 Companies must be traffic sensitive pool participants

 Used only for RBBD test period agreements

 Agreements can include one or more of the following services:
 1. DSL voice-data 2. ETS       3. SPA excluding DSL and ETS 

 Complete the agreement process and certify

 Thresholds: 
 ILEC selected rate bands cannot decrease rates by more than 50%

 Forecast misses cannot be more than +/-100%

 Decisions must be completed one month prior to the effective 
date
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Sheet1

				Column1		Column2		Column3

				Decision deadline date		Tariff filing date		RBBD-TP agreement effective date

				6/4/25		6/16/25		7/1/25

				7/9/25		7/17/25		8/1/25

				8/1/25		8/15/25		8/30/25

				9/1/25		9/16/25		10/1/25

				10/1/25		10/17/25		11/1/25

				11/1/25		11/14/25		11/29/25





Sheet2

		Group by Options		Number of study areas in 2023		Number of study areas in 2024		Number of study areas in 2025

		No Options		261		240		289

		10+		223		237		203

		20+		36		45		38

		21 - 50 		95		56		43

		50+		53				0

		At least one option		407		338		338



Eligibility and Options Analysis



Number of study areas in 2023	No Options	10+	20+	21 - 50 	50+	At least one option	261	223	36	95	53	407	Number of study areas in 2024	No Options	10+	20+	21 - 50 	50+	At least one option	240	237	45	56	338	Number of study areas in 2025	No Options	10+	20+	21 - 50 	50+	At least one option	289	203	38	43	0	338	No Options	10+	20+	21 - 50 	50+	At least one option	









Sheet3

										DSL VD		Other non-DSL		ETS

										$   3,500		$   1,500		$   4,000

								Rate		35		15		$   40.00

										100		100		100

														9000

				Service		RATE		Revenues

				DSL VD		$   35		$   3,500

				Other non-DSL		$   15		$   1,500

				ETS		$   40		$   4,000

				Total				$   9,000



Rate Flexibility Tool Concept





DSL VD	Other non-DSL	ETS	3500	1500	4000	RATE	

DSL VD	Other non-DSL	ETS	Total	35	15	40	Revenues	

DSL VD	Other non-DSL	ETS	Total	3500	1500	4000	9000	RATE	

DSL VD	Other non-DSL	ETS	Total	35	15	40	Revenues	

DSL VD	Other non-DSL	ETS	Total	3500	1500	4000	9000	







Copyright © 2025 National Exchange Carrier Association, Inc. All rights reserved. This presentation may be used by attendees for informational purposes only. 
No part of this presentation may be reproduced or transmitted  in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, or otherwise, without prior written permission of NECA.

Rate band buy down tools
Special access RBBD-TP tool

Must be more 
than zero and 
more than NECA 
projected net 
balance

 Table 1 – projected NECA and ILEC view of the net balances (revenues –  
cost)

 Table 2 – reflects if a company is eligible (must pass both thresholds)
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Rate band buy down tools
Special access RBBD-TP tool

This 
company 
provides 
DSL and 
ETS only 

 Table 3 – projected ILEC revenues by service

 Table 4 (hidden by default) – compares ILEC projected revenues with NECA 
projected revenues
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Rate band buy down tools
Special access RBBD-TP tool

Revenues 289,655$    
Cost 267,464$    
Net Balance 22,191$      

 Table 5 – projected ILEC cost
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Rate band buy down tools
Special access RBBD-TP tool
 Table 6 – voice-data scenarios
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Rate band buy down tools
Special access RBBD-TP tool
 Table 7 – SPA excluding ETS, OWS and DSL scenarios
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Rate band buy down tools
Special access RBBD-TP tool
 Table 8 – ETS and OWS scenarios
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Rate band buy down tools
Special access RBBD-TP tool
 In this scenario, the company could have a pool obligation

 Table 9 – choose period, the tariff service and select lower rate band (down one rate band)

 Table 10 – enter the miss amounts in dollars for cost and revenues (20K higher cost in this 
scenario)
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Rate band buy down tools
Special access RBBD-TP tool
 Table 11 – shows illustrative scenarios for selected RBBD

 Table 12 – shows illustrative scenarios for cost and review misses for selected 
RBBD

Prorated for 
nine months
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Rate band buy down tools
Special access RBBD-TP tool
 Table 13 – shows the rates based on NECA assigned band versus ILEC 

selected band
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Rate band buy down tools
Special access RBBD-TP tool

 Certify and submit
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Service pricing tool

Image: ChatGPT
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Service pricing tool 

What is the need for the service pricing tool?

 Requests from companies to have efficient tool to pull accurate information 
to price out quotes
 NECA FCC Tariff No. 5 and NECA FCC Tariff No. 6 rates

 Routes in NECA FCC Tariff No. 4

 Ability to calculate discontinuance charges
 Term discount 

 Minimum period penalty
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Service pricing tool

40
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Service pricing tool 

 NECA’s service pricing tool provides a web-based solution to quickly and 
efficiently price access services including:
 Ethernet transport service

 High capacity DS1s and DS3

 Voice-data broadband

 Data-only broadband

 Optical wavelength service – future addition

 Minimum period optional rate plan/early discontinuance charges

 Service pricing tool applies Tariff FCC No. 5 and Tariff FCC No. 6 rates
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Service pricing tool 

42

Step 1 Analyze access service request

Calculate rates using the toolStep 3 Select service option

Select speed and rate 
elements or the 

location

Print quote or export 
to Excel

Step 2
Match scenario to applicable                
pricing diagram to determine 
rate elements
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Service pricing tool
Ethernet transport service 
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Source: NECA
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Service pricing tool 
Ethernet transport service 
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Service pricing tool 
Ethernet transport service 
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Service pricing tool 
Ethernet transport service 
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Service pricing tool 
Ethernet transport service 
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Service pricing tool 
High-capacity service 
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Service pricing tool 
Minimum period/early discontinuance charges
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Service pricing tool 
DSL voice-data 
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Service pricing tool 
DSL data-only

51



Copyright © 2025 National Exchange Carrier Association, Inc. All rights reserved. This presentation may be used by attendees for informational purposes only. 
No part of this presentation may be reproduced or transmitted  in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, or otherwise, without prior written permission of NECA.

Service pricing tool 
Summary

 NECA’s service pricing tool helps to prepare requests for service price-outs, 
verify accuracy of current and historic billing, and eliminate errors in early 
termination fee calculations

 Background knowledge is still required
 Interpreting service requests

 Rate application

 We continually look for ways to improve the online service pricing tool
 Your feedback or ideas are welcome and appreciated 
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Web-based rate reference guide

Source: Microsoft Office 365
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Web-based rate reference guide

 New system has launched and is ready for use. It is accessible through My 
Applications > Service Pricing Tool and other links on our website 

 Access to rates during annual tariff filing or any tariff rate changes is faster 
to market since data is all driven by a single database 

 Online view can be customized based on individual preferences
 Users will be able to include or exclude DSL services with toggle

 Historical rates back three years from the current annual tariff filing date
 Eliminates the need to store multiple copies of RRG to get rates

 Users can toggle between different test periods to access rates
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Web-based rate reference guide
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Please fill out the class evaluation on the EXPO App; 
your feedback is important to us! 
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Acronyms
 ADSL  Asymmetric Digital Subscriber Line

 BAO  Bandwidth Add On

 BDS  Business Data Service

 BP  Basic Port

 CBOL  Consumer Broadband Only Loop

 CDP  Customer Designated Premise

 CMF  Channel Mileage Facility

 CMT  Channel Mileage Termination

 CT  Channel Termination

 DS1  Digital Signal 1

 DS3  Digital Signal 3
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Acronyms
 DSL  Digital Subscriber Line

 ETS  Ethernet Transport Services

 EVC  Ethernet Virtual Connection

 FCC  Federal Communications Commission

 ILEC  Incumbent Local Exchange Carrier

 Mbps  Megabits per second

 MUXLOC Multiplexing Location

 NECA  National Exchange Carrier Association

 NANPA North American Numbering Plan Administrator

 NRC  Nonrecurring Charge

 OE  Optical Ethernet

 OTC  Office Type Code
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 RBBD  Rate Band Buy Down

 SAC  Study Area Code

 SDSL  Symmetric Digital Subscriber Line

 SWC  Serving Wire Center

 USF  Universal Service Fund

 WPP  Wholesale Pricing Plan
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